DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 097 836 HE 005 990
AUTHOR Richmond, Mossie J., Jr.; McCluskey, Jiumy D.
TITLE Progress Report Number Four on Arkansas State

University's Participation in the College Level
Examination Program (CLEP) 1973.

INSTITUTION Arkansas State Univ., Jonesboro.

PUB DATE 73

NOTE 16p.

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.75 BC-$1.50 PLUS POSTAGE

DESCRIPTORS Academic Achievement; *College Credits; *Equivalency

Tests; Grade Point Average; *Higher Education;
*Learning Experience; *Measurement Instruments;
Research Projects; Universities

IDERTIFPIERS *Arkansas State University; CLEP; College Level
Fxamination Program

ABSTRACT

The report includes all the individuals who submitted
CLEP scores and were enrolled at the university in 1973. Data
indicated: (1) Fewer students took and earned credit through CLEP in
1973 (470) than in 1972 (616) . (2) The academic caliber of a majority
of the students who are writing CLEP appears to indicate that they
have a realistic awareness of their academic strengths. (3) Both
indexes, CLEP and ACT, adequately discriminate among the acadeeric
strengths of students. (4) Conspicuocusly fewer students earned credit
through CLEP in fine arts and literature, philosophy, and religion
than in the other subject areas. (5) There is a reasonably high
positive relationship among the students in reference to the total
number of semester hours earned through CLEP, the mean curulative
GPA, and the mean ACT standard scope. (6) There was a substantial
difference in the mean cumulative grade-point average of students who
carned credit through CLEP (2.77) and those who wrote CLEP but
received no credit (2.10). (7) The grade distributions by subjects
indicate that CLEP credit recipients did extremely well in courses
related to the courses which they had earned through CLEP.
(Author/MJM)
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INTRODUCTION

This is the fourth in a series of progress reports made on Arkansas
State University's participation In the College Level Examination Program
{CLEP). This report includes a4ll the individuals who submitted CLEP scores
and were enrolled at the Universicy in 1973 Arkansas State University

began awarding college credit through CLEP ia March, 1971.
TABULATION OF DATA

The number and percent of students who earned credit through CLEP in
each subject and the sbility of these students as measured by CLEP and the
American College Test (ACT) are disclosed in Table 1. Also included in
Table I for each subjecc are the numbers, percentages, and ability levels
of students who wrote the CLEP e.naminations and, due to low scores, received
no college credit.

Total semester hour intervals (0, 1, 2, 3, . . . 30, etc.) with the
number of students, the mean cumulative GPA, the mean ACT composite
standard score, and the mean ACT percentile rank (ASU norms) for each
interval are revealed i{n Table II.

Distributions of grades earned by CLEP credit recipients in courses
related to credit earned through CLEP are identified in Table I1II.

Depicted in Table IV are the high schools in Arkansas, Missouri, and
other states from which the CLEP credit recipients graduated. Each high
school has bheen sent a statistical report on its students who have recelved

credit through CLEP.
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TABLE 11

ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS WHO EARNED CREDIT
THROUGH CLEP AT ASU IN 1973 (BY
TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMESTER

HOURS EARNED)
Total Number of - Mean ACT Mean ACT
Sem. Hrs. Students Cumuluacive Standard Mean Zile Rank
Earned Earning Hrs. GPA Score ASU Norms
30 1z 3.41 26.3 94
28 v} - - -
28 16 3 36 27.0 96
27 3 3.2A 27.3 97
26 1 .40 27.0 96
25 17 3.29 26.1 a3
24 2 3.35 25.5 92
23 0 - - -
22 21 2.87 24.3 88
21 8 3.47 25.7 92
20 0 - - -
19 10 2.94 23.8 R5
18 18 2.28 24,6 89
17 2 3.60 24.0 86
16 16 3.08 23.1 82
15 29 2.96 24 0 86
14 4 2 80 23.0 81
13 19 2.80 21.0 70
12 46 2.%4 22.9 81
11 0 - - -
10 10 2 83 20.3 66
9 43 2.63 21.5 73
8 2 2.60 21.5 73
7 7 2.92 20.5 67
6 75 2.51 20.4 66
3 3 2 76 25.90 91
4 1 }1.60 15.0 32
3 102 2.43 18.1 53
2 3 2.73 22.3 78
1 0 - - -
Total and Means
for
CLEP Recipieats 470 2.7f 22.0 76

Total and Menns

for Those Who

Took CLFP but

Earned No Hrs. 64 2.10 15.3 34
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ANALYSIS OF ESTIMATED MONETARY SAVINGS THROUGH CLEP

The average number of semester hours taken by full time enrolled
students at Arkansas State University is approximately fifteen. Thus,
11.6 semester hours (the average anumber of hours earned by 470 students
through CLEP) is approximately 77 percent of an average semester load -
for full time students. The following financial analysis was calculated

on the {o.egoing information:

1. Average per student savings to the student $638.14
2  Average per student savings to Arkansas $333.74
3 Average per student savings to others $ 23.98
4., Total average per student savings $795.86
5. Total savings through CLEP in 1973 $468,054.20
6. Total savings through CLEP since the

wnception (March, 1971) of the program $1,525,994.60

0f course, the figures above do not take into consideration money
which probably will be earned as a result of early graduation. If this

could be calculated, it would unquestionably be a sizable sum of money.

SUMMARY STATISTICS

1. Number of students who took CLEP, enrolled at
ASU in 1973, and earned one or more semester
hours through CLEP 1] L] . L] L] > - - L] » L] L] L] L] [ ] * * 470

2. Number of students who took CLEP, enrolled at
ASU in 1973, but earned no semester hours
th r ough CLEP [ ] L3 2 L ] » . . - * - L ] L ] ® . . - » * [ ] L] 64

3. Total number of students who took CLEP and
earolled at ASU in 19723 . . . . . . . e o o o o o 534

4. ACT mean composite standard s:ore and ASU
percentile rank for students who earned credit
through CLEP (Item 1 above) . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o & 22.0
76Zile

S. ACT mean ccmpoaite standard score and ASU
percentile rank for students who earned no
credit through CLEP (Item 2 above) . . « « ¢+ ¢« ¢ + & 15.3
347ile
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6. Mean cumulative grade point average for
students who earned credit throupgh CLEP . . . . . 2.77

7. Mean cumulative grade point average for-
students who earned no c¢redit through CLEP . . . . . 2.10

8. Mean number of semester hours earned per
student through CLEP (excludes 64 students
who earned no semester hours through CLEP) . . . . . 11.63
2. Total student, state, and miscellanecus
monetary savings through CLEP at ASU in 1973 . . . . $468,054.20
CONCLUSIONS

1. Fewer students took and earned credit through CLEP in 1973 (470)
than in 1972 (616). There is no apparent explanaficn for this.
Perhaps the 1974 report will reveal a tiend with respect to CLEP .
activicy.

2. The academic caliber of a majority of the students who are writing
CLEP appears to indicate that they have a realistic awareness of
their academic strengths. That is, the higher academic quality
students as opposed to lower academic quality students are choosing
to write the CLEP examinations.

3. Both indices, CLEP and ACT, adequately discriminate among the
academic strengths of students (note the differences on mean CLEP
and ACT scores for students who earned three, six, or no semester
hours — Table I).

4. There were conspicuously fewer (smaller number and percent) students
who earned credit through CLEP in fine arts and literature, philesophy,
and religion than in the other subject areas (English composition,
biological science, physical science, mathematics, and history of

western civilization). This fact appears very reasonable when one
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considers that the typical high school graduate has had relatively
few formal classes in fine arts and literature. The foregoing
information tends to support the conclusion of content validity with
respect to the CLEP Humanities General Examination.

5. There is a reasonably high positive relationship ameng the students
in reference to the total number of semester hours earned through
CLEP, the mean cumulative GPA, and the mean ACT standard score
(see Table II). The positive relationship would probably have been
higher among the aforementioned variables had it not been for the
fact that some of the students in this report had already successfully
completed, at the time of testing, some of the courses for which CLEP
credit may be earned.

6. There was a substantial difference in the mean cumulative grade
point average of students who earned credit through CLEP (2.77)
and those who wrote CLEP but received no credit (2,10). The CLEP
credit recipients' mean cumulative GPA of 2.77 may be seen in better
perspective when compared with the following university-wide mean

grade point averages:

Freshmen 2.17
Sophumores 2.50
Juniors 2.55
Seniors 2.66

It is apparent that students who earned credit through CLEP made
higher grades than any of the subcategories of students listed
above.

7. The grade distributions by subjects depicted in Table III indicate
that CLEP credit recipients did extremely well in courses related to

the courses which they had earned through CLEP. This appears to
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validate the rationale for CLEP. That is, if one has already acquired
a college level of education, regardless of mode, in one or more sub-
jects, then why not award the credit and allow the student to begin
taking courses which are at a level commensurate with his or her
ability.

B. CLEP is allowing Arkansas State University to deal realistically with
students who have acquired, at the time of admission, a college level
of education in some general education courses. The students who are
earning credit through CLCP have two options. They may choose to
expedite their degree, thus saving time and money, or they may choose
to enrich their degree by enrolling in advanced courses related to
courses earned through CLEP. A study will be made in the future to

determine which option most CLEP credit recipients will have exercised.




